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case he has at least placed beyond doubt that the archi-
pelago was one of the chief seats of that seafaring people
long before the dawn of history. Two of the islands
were known to Strabo by the familiar Phoenician names
of Tyros and Arados, and one member of the group, close
to Moharek off the north-east point of Bahrein, still
bears the designation of Arad. The present inhabitants
are chiefly Arabs from the neighbouring mainland and the
African slaves employed in the pearl fisheries. Manameh
on Bahrein is the present commercial capital, while
Moharek, facing it on the opposite side of the narrow inter-
vening strait, is the seat of Government Both aie rela-
tively large places, each with a population of about 8000.

The Sultan of Oman, formerly more popularly known
as the Imam of Maskat,l at one time ruled over an
extensive territory on the East Coast of Africa. But this
was assigned in 1856 to a brother of the reigning
Sultan, and now constitutes the protected State of
Zanzibar. He, however, still claims jurisdiction over
Germansir, a strip of the opposite Persian coast, stretch-
ing from about the 28th parallel to the west frontier of
Persian Mekran, and including the port of Bundar Abbas
(Gombrun) and the large island of Kishm.

On the Arabian mainland the north -east coast is
rocky, but well supplied with good natural harbours,
while the south coast west of Cape Hadd is flat, and
sheltered only by the island of Moseirah. At a distance
of 50 or 60 miles from the sea there runs a mountain
range, the Jebel-Akhdar, parallel with the crescent-
shaped east coast, beyond which the surface is dotted
with a number of true oases, abounding in water, in-
credibly fertile, and covered with an exceedingly dense
growth of vegetation.

1 His proper title is SayM, or "Sovereign."   Ho never assumed the
religious dignity of Imam commonly attributed to him.